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About me

► PROFESSIONAL
► PERSONAL
► PERCEIVED

► librarian, teacher, dean
► Daughter, sister, mother, aunt, friend
► 2nd generation Chinese American 

woman, daughter of immigrants
► Not an expert 
► Perpetual Other



HOLD 1 FINGER UP FOR EACH 
TIME YOU HEAR SOMETHING 
THAT YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED 
OR WITNESSED





1882 Chinese 
Exclusion Act
The first and only major federal 
legislation to explicitly suspend 
immigration for a specific 
nationality. 

The act was not fully repealed 
until the Immigration Act of 
1965.



1942 WWII 
Japanese American 
internment
The forced evacuation and 
relocation of over 120,000 men, 
women and children of 
Japanese descent into 
internment camps. Nearly 
70,000 were American citizens.



1982 Murder of 
Vincent Chin
On June 19, 1982, the 
27-year-old Chinese American 
was about to marry and was 
celebrating with friends in 
Detroit. Two White men picked 
a bar fight, blaming Chin for 
“the Japanese” taking their 
auto-industry jobs. Vincent Chin 
was beaten to death with a 
baseball bat.





3,795
hate-fueled incidents 

against AAPI community 
in the US since the start of 

the pandemic 

THESE NUMBERS ARE A FRACTION OF THE TRUE NUMBER

150%
increase in hate crimes 

again Asian Americans in 
major US cities in 2020**



March 17, 2021
The 

Washington 
Post 

front page



"My mom doesn't go on walks anymore. She's afraid to leave the house 
because she isn't fast enough to fight off an attack" - friend

“A neighbor kid chased after me and my son, asking ‘do you know 
where the virus is from? I heard the news!’ - library worker

"My family has been here over 100 years and we’re still being treated as 
foreigners."  - colleague

"It's something I worry about as a father raising 2 Asian American baby 
boys here in this country" -Representative Andy Kim, New Jersey

“Asian Americans are afraid to leave their homes, and not just because 
of disease. They’re afraid to leave their homes because there’s a real 
risk, just walking down the street minding your own business, that you’ll be 
blamed for a global pandemic and that people will come after you” - 
President Frank H. Wu, Queens College, City University of New York



Silencing, Omission & Erasure

Model Minority Perpetual Foreigner







https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/03/24/stop-anti-asian-hate-rallies-new-york-photo-essay-yunghi-kim-477633

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/03/24/stop-anti-asian-hate-rallies-new-york-photo-essay-yunghi-kim-477633




“This issue is 
bigger than us ”
-Xiao Zhen Xie, 75 year old elderly woman 
who fought back an attacker in San 
Francisco on donating all her GoFund 
money back to the Asian American 
community. 



https://www.standagainsthatred.org/



https://stopaapihate.org/



https://www.ihollaback.org/bystanderintervention/





Be an Ally

● Speak up. Show up.
● Support Asian owned small 

businesses in your community
● Donate to the AAPI 

Community Fund
● Provide spaces for solidarity 

and healing
● Amplify AAPI voices
● Learn / Teach Our History

https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-aapi-community-fund
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-aapi-community-fund
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